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As I write this year’s newsletter, I am confident that we are all doing the best that we can to stay safe 
and healthy during this time of the COVID pandemic.   The pandemic is especially difficult for the Autism 

community.  Daily routines have been disrupted.  We have seen this firsthand with Andrew as he has 
struggled with his “normal” disappearing since March.  He has been healthy and we are very grateful for 

that.  

 

The March 7th, 2020 iPad training day was held.  Families continue to receive a day of training on their 
new iPad and instruction on the best use of new apps.  Take a few minutes to view some of the 

heartwarming testimonials on andrewsgift26.com sent in by parents.  Andrew’s Gift cancelled the 
October 2020 iPad training due to the ongoing uncertainty of COVID – 19. Future iPad trainings have 
been scheduled for March and April 2021.  Both of our annual golf tournaments were cancelled.  We are 

hopeful that the Ray Chopper Memorial and Tee Off Fore Autism golf tournaments will be held in 2021.  

https://www.andrewsgift26.com/testimonials


 

The Autism community faces significant challenges daily.  These challenges are truly magnified during a 
crisis like the COVID pandemic that we are living through.  As an organization, Andrew’s Gift is supported 

by a Board of Directors, who generously donate their time and expertise.  The staff, faculty and 
volunteers for Andrew’s Gift continue to challenge us with their professional insights.  As a group of 

professionals, they are continually looking for ways to improve the delivery of information to families. 

We also began working with the Penn State Autism research team early in 2020.  This team generates 

highly effective research for both children and adults living with Autism.  Andrew’s Gift faculty was 
working with the Penn State research team to plan an iPad day for families in State College.  This event 
had to be postponed due to COVID – 19.  We are looking forward to rescheduling this event as soon as 

possible.  

Andrew’s Gift expanded our service area into Lebanon and Lancaster counties in January 2020.  Families 

living in these counties are eligible to apply for grants for individuals living with Autism.  

Andrew’s Gift continues to support eight Autism support classrooms in Central Dauphin, Lower Dauphin, 
and the Capital Area Intermediate Unit.  It has been difficult due to school closures in the Spring and the 

partial distance learning requirements in the Fall.  Our professionals are either in the classroom or 
providing virtual support.  Technology is being effectively integrated into the classrooms despite the 
daily challenges presented by COVID - 19.  We anticipate we will add two Autism support classrooms 

next year. 

                          



The reason we are seeing significant interest from the school districts is the outcomes we are 

experiencing with the Autism population.  Outcomes observed over the past year even with the COVID 

challenges include: 

- Students experienced significant growth in their communication and reading skills of up to 
two grade levels. 

- Students became more enthusiastic learners with the use of technology. 
- Online distance learning with use of technology and apps has improved learning for our 

special needs population. 

Given the challenges our organization has experienced in serving the local Autism community over the 

past 9 months, we want to share with you some of the generosity of our donors.  Giving Tuesday 2019 

raised $40,000.  We also raised $20,000 during Autism Awareness month (April 2020). 

 

Kenny Whitebread, Chief of the Middletown Fire Department, along with his wife Amanda and son 

Logan, presented a donation of $1,000 to Andrew’s Gift. 



          

We are looking forward to Giving Tuesday on December 1st.  This has become a special day where the 
Andrew’s Gift community rallies around those living with Autism.  We appreciate all the well wishes we 

receive and the kindness and generosity of our donors.  All donations received for Giving Tuesday are 

matched 100%.  

Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on our many blessings.  Dorothy and I are blessed to be surrounded by a 

wonderful community with a shared interest in enhancing the lives of families living with Autism.  

Dorothy and I wish you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and a Happy New 

Year.  We are hopeful that this pandemic ends soon. 

Please Stay Safe. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew Ward 

President of Andrew’s Gift 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 


